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Abstract

An efficient and facile method for the iodo-functionalization of alkenes 5 and alkynes 6 by using recyclable m-iodosylbenzoic acid (2)
was developed. The final products can be easily isolated without any chromatographic purification by simple treatment of the crude mix-
ture with an anionic exchange resin. Unreacted m-iodosylbenzoic acid and reduced m-iodobenzoic acid are effectively recovered from the
resin by acidification with hydrochloric acid.
� 2008 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.
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Iodo-functionalization of alkenes and alkynes has been
used as a pivotal transformation in organic synthesis.1a,b

In particular, hypervalent iodine compounds have been
successfully applied for iodination, iodo-functionalization,
and oxidation reactions due to their mild and selective oxi-
dizing characteristics.2a–f For example, Yusubov et al.2g

recently demonstrated an effective iodo-functionalization
of alkenes by using (dichloroiodo)benzene. Broader appli-
cation of hypervalent iodine compounds, however, has
been restricted due to the tedious purification and recovery
process necessary following reactions. To circumvent this
problem, several recyclable hypervalent iodine reagents
have been developed in the form of polymer-supported3a–y

or molecular species.4a–i Nevertheless, multi-step syntheses
and subsequent separation are required for the preparation
of these recyclable hypervalent reagents.
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We have recently developed a straightforward approach
to simplify the work-up of iodine(III)-mediated reactions
by using 3-(dichloroiodo)benzoic acid4c (1) and m-iodosyl-
benzoic acid5a,b (2) as recyclable reagents (Fig. 1). A
detailed spectroscopic investigation of m-iodosylbenzoic
acid and its sodium salt by Katritzky et al. supported the
polymeric structure of these compounds.5a,c Both hyperva-
lent iodine reagents are prepared with ease and tagged with
a carboxylic acid group so that reduced iodine by-products
such as m-iodobenzoic acid (3) can be removed at the
end of the reaction by simple treatment with an anion
exchange resin (IRA 900; hydroxide form) or by the
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Table 1
Iodohydroxylations and iodomethoxylations of alkenes 514,15
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addition of NaHCO3. Moreover, these scavenged iodine
species could be easily recycled by simple acidification with
HCl followed by reoxidation. Using these tagged reagents,
we have shown that facile oxidation of primary and
secondary alcohols and iodination of arenes are possible
with a simplified purification step.5a,b

Based on this concept, we now report a simple and effi-
cient method for the methoxy and hydroxy iodination of
alkenes 5 and alkynes 6 by using m-iodosylbenzoic acid
(2) (Scheme 1).

Thus, the treatment of 2 with alkenes 5a–j in the pres-
ence of iodine effectively provides iodomethoxylation and
iodohydroxylation products 7a–j and 8a,c,e–j, respectively,
in 72–94% yields (Table 1). Reaction of cyclohexene (5c)
with 2 in MeOH in the presence of iodine at room temper-
ature gave trans-1-iodo-2-methoxycyclohexane (7c) in an
81% preparative yield. The addition proceeds in the
expected anti-fashion, thereby exerting high trans-stereo-
selectivity. The stereoselective formation of trans-products
7 and 8 might be a result from the presence of bridged iod-
onium intermediates. And, the regioselectivity of our work
is ascribed to the selective attack of a nucleophile (MeOH
or H2O) on the more substituted carbon of the cyclic
iodonium ion.

Treatment of the reaction mixture with Amberlite IRA
9006 (hydrocarbonate or hydroxide form) and subsequent
filtration followed by removal of the solvent under reduced
pressure provided pure iodo-functionalized products. For-
mation of any other by-products was not encountered.
Amberlite IRA 900 was used to remove the access of
reagent 2, iodine, and the by-product m-iodobenzoic acid
from the crude mixtures.

Reactions of m-iodosylbenzoic acid (2) with alkynes
6a–f in the presence of iodine in MeOH lead to the diiododi-
methoxylation products 9a–f in 67–90% yields (Table 2).
To date, diiododimethoxylation of alkynes has been rarely
described in the literature.13a,b If (dichloroiodo)benzene
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was applied instead of 2, only the ketal 9e of a,a-diiodo-
acetophenone was obtained from phenylethyne (6e). In
other reactions with (dichloroiodo)benzene, the tentative
products of ketals 9a–d,f decomposed once flash chromato-
graphy on silica gel was attempted. These results clearly
demonstrate the usefulness and preference of tagged m-iodo-
sylbenzoic acid (2) over other iodine(III) reagents.2g

Reaction of pent-4-yn-1-ol (6d) with iodine and 2 in
MeOH provided 2-(diiodomethyl)-2-methoxytetrahydro
furan (9d). It is plausible to suggest that the iodocyclization
of 6d firstly yields cyclized intermediate 10 followed by iodo-
methoxylation of the exocyclic double bond to produce the
final product 9d (Scheme 2).

Based on the results5b of iodine(III)-mediated iodination
of arenes, we suggest that the methoxy or hydrated form of 2

oxidizes iodine to MeOI (in MeOH) or HOI (in H2O) which
serves as a reactive electrophilic intermediate (Scheme 3).

In conclusion, the inexpensive and easy-to-handle
hypervalent iodine reagent m-iodosylbenzoic acid (2) was
successfully applied for the iodomethoxylation and iodo-
hydroxylation of alkenes and alkynes under mild condi-
tions. This tagged reagent and the aryliodide by-product
Table 2
Iodomethoxylation of alkynes 6 with m-iodosylbenzoic acid 214,15
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a Isolated yield of pure products.
are easily removed from the reaction mixture by simple
treatment with an anion exchange resin. This methodology
allows easier preparation and simplified purification of
organoiodo compounds.
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